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Special Sponsor
Mothers Against Medical Error is an organization of people
dedicated to improving the safety and effectiveness of medicine.
Our mission is to provide support and hope to victims of medical
harm; to educate patients and policymakers about safety in medicine; and to work for broad based
improvements in our healthcare system. Contact them at mamemoms@gmail.com

ERMA BOMBECK: AT WIT’S END
“ At a time before Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram...Erma Bombeck commanded people’s attention like few others.
With her humor column about the ups and downs of being a housewife and mother appearing as many as 3 X a week
in more than 900 newspapers across the country...not to mention her best selling books…, Bombeck, who died in
1996 became the smart, witty, down to earth voice of of the workaday lives lived by countless millions of
women”-John Stanton, Star News Online.
Those weekly columns that she wrote in her bedroom in 1964 went into national syndication the next year with 3
weekly columns under the title At Wit’s End. In 1967, her popular columns were compiled into book form and
published as At Wit’s End. Radio shows followed, more best-selling books, and television such as Good Morning

America. America just couldn’t get enough.
“My only regret in life is that I should have eaten more ice
cream and less cottage cheese. And I shouldn’t have
worried what the dog thought when he saw me get out of
the shower.”- At Wit’s End
“Seize the moment. Remember all those women on the
'Titanic' who waved off the dessert cart.”
The odds of going to the store for a loaf of bread and coming
out with only a loaf of bread are three billion to one.”
Did you ever notice that the first piece of luggage on the
carousel never belongs to anyone?”
“Cleanliness is not next to godliness. It isn't even in the same
neighborhood. No one has ever gotten a religious experience
out of removing burned-on cheese from the grill of the
toaster oven.”
“Written on her tombstone: "I told you I was sick.”

-ERMA BOMBECK

ERMA BOMBECK
Jennifer Boomer-Liashenko

Like Erma, Jennifer has always loved to dance and took ballet, jazz and tap and was on her high-school
dance team. Playing the role of an addict earned her a scholarship to study acting at the School of
Performing and Visual Arts at USIU in San Diego. After returning to Oregon she found herself in dinner
theater productions of Barefoot in the Park and Rumors. Various performances at Pacific University
included one of her favorites: Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream where she played fairy Queen
Titania. After a 25-year hiatus from the stage, she returned as the outspoken Jan in Unboxing In Biloxi. A
registered nurse by day hailing from CA, Jennifer is honored and excited to be given the chance to play the
delightful and irreverent Erma Bombeck in At Wits End. Her career spanned from 1962-1966 but her
words of wisdom still ring true today. Sit back, relax and enjoy the simple, yet hysterically funny musings
of a beloved humorist/housewife. To quote Erma: “When humor goes, there goes civilization”.

DIRECTOR/ PRODUCER
Kim Lynette Sandstrom
Originally from Goshen, Indiana. Mother of 6 wonderful children and
grandmom to two granddaughters. Married to her Mancunian husband,
Simon. The author of Unboxing in Biloxi, founder of seven theater
companies, directed more than a thousand plays, a TED speaker and
coach; and a miniaturist

PRODUCER
Jan Thomas
Jan Thomas and playwright Kim (Handgen) Sandstrom both went to
Goshen High School where they competed together at speech meets
and enjoyed the theatre program. When Kim went to New York City, Jan
went to Butler University in Indianapolis and returned to Goshen as the
speech and theatre director where another Handgen, Kristine ( Moily),
became a performing star. Jan later married and moved to Minneapolis
and enjoyed working in the thriving community theatre there. Still teaching, she moved back to Indiana,
then staying with public service she took a job with the federal government until recent retirement. She is
thrilled to get back to one of her loves, theatre.

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR
Rita Singer
Rita is pleased to be a Board member of Unboxed Productions & to have
performed a comedy skit for its Variety Show. Her most memorable roles
include Grandma Covington in “The Savannah Sipping Society” at the
Ocala Civic Theatre, Alice in the World Premiere of “Unboxing in Atlanta”
at the Dassance Fine Arts Center at CF, Lady Bird Johnson in “Tea for
Three;” at both St John Lutheran Church & Stone Creek, Evileena in
“Thriller: Evileena’s Scary Night” at OTOW, Myrtle in the Premiere of

“Elvis & the Golden Ticket,” a short film written by Palmer Edward, at the Marian Theatre, & “The Vagina
Monologues'' at The Reilly Center.Rita thanks her wonderful husband Larry, & her beautiful children: Lorena
(Adam), Kim (Mark), Todd (Meryl), Tami (Matt) & grandchildren: Heather, Michael (Kira), Jesse, Ilan, Micaela,
& Louis for their love & support. She also thanks author Kim Sandstrom for providing her with so many
opportunities to use her talent & creativity in the world of theatre!

SHOW CONSULTANT
Marty Van Kleeck* has a 45 year career in the theater as a
producer, director, actress and costume designer. Marty was the manager
of a cultural center for the City of Dallas and Producer of One Thirty
Productions. Favorite roles include: Adelaide in “Guys and Dolls”, Billy
Dawn in “Born Yesterday”, Molly Ivins in “Red Hot Patriot: The Kick-Ass
Wit of Molly Ivins”, Betty Ford in “Tea for Three”, and Sara in “JB” staring
Mercedes McCambridge as the Devil. Marty was thrilled to be a part of
Unboxed Productions “Tea For Three: Lady Bird, Pat, and Betty” as Betty
Ford. *Member of Actors Equity Association, the union for professional actors

Tech and Zoom Facilitator: Ticket Office
Debbie “Z” Terry
Zoom Facilitator and graphics-sound editor. “Z” has been doing theater
most of her life through volunteering in Living History reenactments in
the time eras of the Civil War all the way back to Roman Era within
several non-profit educational corporations.

Lights and sound: Stage Manager
Madison Holm
Madison hails from Portland, OR and joined Unboxed Productions as
Productions Manager for Unboxing in Biloxi when she was in college
studying lighting and theatre. Now that she has a “real” job she still
lends us her skills. Thanks Madison!

STORY OF UNBOXED PRODUCTIONS
The story of Unboxed Productions began when Kim Sandstrom wrote a play, Unboxing in Atlanta, a
fictionalized account of the true story of a 60 year old woman who remembers her sexual assault that
happened to her while in college. Based on this true story, Kim, in Florida, asked her friend Jan Thomas, in
Indiana to help edit it into play format and the dream team was born.
They got several positive reviews from two community productions but when Covid shut down physical
stages, Kim saw the future.
The friends took the Birthday Party scene to Zoom, the response was so encouraging that in November
2020, they took the whole play online. It was rewritten as Unboxing in Biloxi with cast and crew from New
York City, Indiana, Florida, Wisconsin, Texas, Oregon, and California and with Jan directing and Kim
producing.
But the real story of Unboxed Productions began in high school
when two best friends were speech team winners and
consistently in the school plays. Kim (Handgen) Sandstrom went
off to the American Academy of Dramatic Arts and Jan went to
college to become a speech, theatre, and English teacher. Both
remained active in community theater while life happened.
After Kim founded Unboxed Productions in October 2018, her
young son, Daniel, passed away. As Jan helped Kim through her
grief, they continued to work on the play Unboxing in Atlanta
and the theater company. Tragedy struck again on the first day
of the nationwide lockdown that closed all theaters. Kim lost another beloved son Jeremy. Not long after,
Kim suffered a heart attack then two months later, Kim broke her back and was in a trauma unit. Then Jan
underwent surgery for thyroid cancer. Despite their hardships, their motto is, “ If your head won’t work, and
your heart is broken, trust yourself to create something beautiful”. Unboxed Productions is the beautiful
“something” they have created. When they began rehearsals for their first Zoom shows, they were both
propped up in bed!

They had a vision! But needed lights, microphones, even cameras. Angels came through for most of it.
People believed in them and were willing to volunteer their time. Day by day they came to realize that they
had quite an amazing show.
They are learning as they go, and are now continuing their season with the third play of the season, Erma
Bombeck:At Wit’s End April 30th through May 2nd with Kim Sandstrom directing and Jan Thomas
producing. They are already working on the summer performance schedule and will be producing Damselfly,
as a fundraiser for MAME: Mothers Against Medical Error.
They know online theatre is part of the future. It is convenient for you and allows you to see actors from all
over the country. They want to keep growing and they need your help to do so. They are working towards
getting non-profit status and ticket sales cannot cover tech needs and growth. They still need Angels to
support their visions.
If you like what you see here and online, please go to the website unboxed.productions (don’t forget
the dot) or donate through PayPal and

Kim &

GoFundMe. Bless you and keep you safe through these times.

Jan--Unboxed Productions

